
Discuss 
in pairs

Think about the topic or subject: Share your combined ideas:

Think, pair, share



I used to think: But now I think:
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I used to think this but now I think this



I noticed that: Why is it that way?

I noticed this but why?



What’s going on? What makes you say that?

What makes you say that



Need to know
• What additional 

information would 
help you to evaluate 
things?

Excited
• What excites you 

about this idea or 
proposition? 

Worrisome
• What do you find 

worrisome about 
this idea or 
proposition? 

Stance or 
suggestion
• How might you 

move forward in 
your evaluation of 
this idea?

Compass



Why is it like this… ?

What if it… ?

What do you know
about this… ?

What would you change
about it… ?

How do you know… ?

Question starts



3. Initial thoughts… 2. Initial questions… 1. Initial comparison…

3. New thoughts… 2. New questions… 1. New comparison…
Bridge

3, 2, 1 bridge



1. What do you think
you know about this? 2. What puzzles you? 3. What does this make 

you want to explore?

Think, puzzle, explore



How are the ideas and 
information presented
CONNECTED to what you 
already knew?

What new ideas did you 
get that EXTENDED
or pushed your thinking in 
new directions?

What is still CHALLENGING or 
confusing? What
questions, wonderings or 
puzzles do you now have?

Connect, extend, challenge



Write the main idea/concept/subject in the shaded shape, then add more as needed…

Mind map



Five key points

Describe the subject:

Key point 1

Key point 2

Key point 3

Key point 4

Key point 5

Pick the most important point and say why:



Draw/Sketch



Start here: 
Express the 

question you 
have or given 

by a teacher in 
your own words

Reflect on the 
question and 
note the next 

steps here

Does this 
question 

connect with 
other ideas or 

knowledge you 
have?

Wonder or 
think further 

and make notes 
here

Investigate the 
question using 
whatever tools 
you have and 
note progress 

here

Construct an 
answer to the 
question and 
write it here

Enquiry learning



Critical thinking

Who

benefits from 
this?

is this harmful 
to?

makes decisions 
about this?

is most directly 
affected?

have you also 
heard discuss 

this?

would be the 
best person to 

ask?

will be the key 
people 

involved?

deserves the 
recognition for 

this?

What
are the 

strengths and 
weaknesses?

is a different 
perspective?

is another 
alternative?

would be a 
counter 

argument?

is the best or 
worst case 
scenario?

is the most or 
least important

can we do to 
make a positive 

change?

Where
would we see 
this in the real 

world? 

are there similar 
concepts or 
situations? 

is there the 
most need for 

this? 

in the world 
would this be a 

problem?

can we get 
more 

information? 

do we go for 
help with this? 

will this idea 
take us? 

are the areas for 
improvement?

When
is this 

acceptable or 
unacceptable? 

would this 
benefit our 

society? 

would this cause 
a problem? 

is the best time 
to act? 

will we know we 
have 

succeeded? 

has this played a 
part in our 

history? 

can we expect 
this to change? 

should we ask 
for help with 

this?

Why

is this a problem 
or a challenge? 

is it relevant to 
me or others? 

is this the best 
or worst 
scenario? 

are people 
influenced by 

this? 

should people 
know about 

this? 

has it been this 
way for so long? 

have we 
allowed this to 

happen? 

is there a need 
for this today?

How

is this similar to 

does this disrupt 
things? 

do we know the 
truth about 

this? 

will we 
approach this 

safely? 

does this 
benefit us or 

others? 

does this harm 
us or others? 

do we see this 
in the future? 

can we change 
this for our 

good? 

1. Define the problem you 
are solving by using some of 

these questions:

2. Research and answer the 
question(s) using the 

information supplied to you 
or that you find yourself.

3. Write the answer here:



List: Define/Describe/Detail/Draw/Devise:

List and describe
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